
 TREATMENT PLANNING ESTHETICS 

 

Dr. (COL) Van Ramos, Jr. 
 

 

Goal:  To teach clinicians and ceramists to first evaluate the facial and skeletal presentation of the patient to 

determine the potential for smile presentation and whether or not the patients’ expectations can be met.  

Secondly, to evaluate dental and soft tissue display relative to the patient’s existing dental and skeletal 

classification.  The course is divided into 3 sections: Facial Evaluation; Dental Evaluation: Soft Tissue 

Evaluation. 

 

Facial evaluation consists of 5 diagnostic categories. 

1.  Superior-Inferior (S-I) position of the jaws to determine horizontal occlusal plane position. 

2.  Anterior-Posterior (A-P) position of the jaws to determine suitability of smile projection. 

3.  Face height as determined by relative proportions and vertical dimension of occlusion (VDO).   

4.  Coincidence of facial and dental midlines 

5.  Smile Analysis: now based on the evaluation of above 1-4.   

 

Dental evaluation consists of tooth form and position. 

 

Soft tissue evaluation: The gingival tissue should act as a frame for the teeth within the frame of the smile.  

Note gingival margin differences between class I, class II/Div 1, and class II/Div 2 dental relations.  Other 

topics include ridge preservation and ridge augmentation for ovate pontics.   
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